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Europe/European Union



• NATO Vilnius Summit 
(11-12 July)

• EP plenary vote Nature 
Restoration Law (12 
July)

• general lections Spain 
(23 July)

+ elections in The 
Netherlands, Slovakia 
and Poland

Short term challenges



EPP attitude



Nature Restoration Law



‘This is a war on our 
energy, a war on our 
economy, a war on 
our values and a 
war on our future.’

SOTEU 2022



1950-1990

Cold War paradigm
Pax Americana

Germany: Westbindung

Market integration

7

European integration
1990-2016

Post-Cold War paradigm
globalisation

German Wiedervereinigung

EMU + enlargement

2016-

New Cold War paradigm
strategic autonomy

German Zeitenwende

Geopolitics





• turn-out + first-time voters
• VDL Commission legacy
• Spitzenkandidaten
• balance of power
• security >> economy & 

energy >> climate issues

2024 European Elections prospect
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